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connection was called, stealing a woman.9 The nature of
punishment for adultery meted out among different races also
suggests how abhorrent the offence was deemed to be. Among
the Wotjobaluk of Victoria, both the woman and her lover are killed;
among the Yarkla-mining of South Australia, the woman was
branded with a fire stick for the first offence, speared in the leg for
the second, and killed for the third; while in New Guinea, adultery
is capitally punished.lo With the Melanesian tribes, the woman was
brutally treated, and the paramour was killed by the husband or
executed, or the paramour's wife was violated by all the men of
the village.11 Death was the usual punishment in New Zealand.12
With the Hottentots, the woman was killed or flogged.13 Killing
the guilty wife and frequently her paramour is usual among both
Banthu and Negro tribes.14 Tortures and deaths were meted out
to both the parties in Yucatau,15 and in Mexico, the woman had her
nose and ears cut off and was stoned to death.16 In Nicaragua,
she could be divorced for nothing but adultery. Woman and
paramour might be killed by the husband among many of
the native tribes of India.17 In Japan the law permitted the
husband to kill the woman and the paramour.18 While in China this
punishment of death is permitted if it is meted out on the
spot.19 There existed a sort of distinction according to the value of
the woman. Adultery with a Chiefs or King's wife was
deemed a graver offence and meted out with much graver
punishment. For example in Peru, where death was the ordinary
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